(LA SAIGON ROLE

| With U.S. Policy—Says Hts
Work Is Watched Closely

Special to The New York Times
¢ WASHINGTON, Oct. 9—The
Central Intelhgence Agency op-
eration in South Vietnam was

President Kennedy.
President said at his news con-
been following a”course of ac-

tion contrary to that of other
Government agencies. [Question

Denies It Is Not/Conforming‘I

vigorously defended today by;
It iS “wholly untrue” the|

ference, that the agency has|

: 2, Page 18.]
News reports from Saigon!
{and comments by officials here
have indicated that there was
| policy dispute between Henry
Cabot Lodge, the United States
Ambassador in Saigon, and
«John H. Richardson, the CIA‘
ichief there.

Mr. Kennedy said that he had
‘reviewed the record carefully
over the last nine months and
found nothing to indicate the
CI.A. had done anything but
support policy.

“I can just assure you flatly,”
he said, “that the C.L.A. has
not carried out independent ac-
tivities but has operated under
close control ofthe Director of
Central Intellig\&é" who he
said was operatingXunder the
“National Security Council and
under my instructions.”

“I think they’ve done a good}
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{Agency officials have become

{nam because they have been
{training Vietnamese military
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job,” he added. In answering
several questions about the
agency’s role in South Vietnam,
Mr. Kennedy -confirmed that
Mr, Richardson was being trans-
ferred from Saigon to a new
post.
But he called the CILA. offi-
cial a ‘“very dedicated public
servant” and cautioned against
jumping to the wrong conclu-
sions about his transfer. )
Officials here have ex-
plained that the identities of a
number of Central Intelligence

widely known in South Viet-

and civilian leaders. This has
destroyed the usefulness of Mr.
Richardson and others and is
given as a major reason for his
transfer.

Lodge Said to Object

However, Ambassador Lodge
is reported to have asserted
that C.LA. officials should not
have such training functions
and should be restricted to in-
telligence gathering activities.

This view was rejected today
by Allen W. Dulles, former
C.I.A. director. Although he de-
clined to discuss the Vietna-
mese situation specifically, Mr.
Dulles suggested that “misun-
derstanding” in the field gen-
erally stems from lack of clear-
cut policy direction from Wash-
ington.

comments, Mr. Kennedy assert-
ed that the key Government
agencies now were .in agree-

about what actions we should
take.” [Question 20.]

Asked to respond to such]

ment on United States policy
toward South Vietnam, although

he acknowledged.that there had
previous different views

“As of today,” Mr. Kennedy

agreement between the State|
Department at the top, C.LA. at
the top, Defense at the top, the
White House and Ambassador
Lodge, on what our basic poli-
cies will be and what steps we
will take to implement it.”

The success of such policies,
the President continued, is an-
other matter. He told one ques-
tioner that he saw no “signific-
ant change” during the last
month in the problems the
United States faced in dealing
with the Government of Presi-

dent Ngo Dinh Diem and in
helping it is war against Com-
munist guerrillas. [Question 7. ]}
Shortly after the South Viet-
namese regime's -raids on
Buddhist pagodas Aug. 21, the
President said in a television
interview that Saigon would
have to change both policies
and personnel for its war effort
to succeed.

In other comments about the
C. I. A., the President rejected
a suggestlon by Senator Ernest
Gruening, Democrat of Alaska,
that Congress set up a “watch-
dog” committee on the intelli-
gence' agency. [Question 16.]
Mr, Kennedy said that there
were « ‘already - Congressional
committees in the House and
Senate, -composed of members
of the Appropriations Commit-
tee and the Armed Services
Committes, that Xkeep “very
close liaison' with John A. Mec-
Cone, Director of the C.LA.

In addition, the President said
that he had a personal advisory
committee that kept him in-
formed of the woi'k of the in-
telligence commli)'gq’;nd that
he met with &if, McCone “at
least three or four times a
week” through the National Se-
curity Council.

declared, “I know of no dis-




